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EXAMINER’S AMENDMENT 

An examiner’s amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 

and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner’s amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Deborah Herzfeld on July 6, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In claim 4, please move the phrase “the formula being” from right below the 
formula to directly above it. 

In claims 9 and 19, please replace the word “contains” with 

-- is -. 

Please replace amended claim 14 with the following: 

14. A method of manufacturing a proton conduction material comprising 
introducing a strong acid functional group onto a polymer derived from (i) a monomer 
having a vinyl radical, (ii) a monomer expressed by the formula expressed by the 
formula 
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where R4, R5, and R6 are independent of one another and represent a 
hydrocarbon radical, a fluoro-substituted hydrocarbon radical, or a trimethylsiloxy 
radical, and (iii) a monomer expressed by the formula 




where R7 and R8 are independent of each other and represent a hydrocarbon 
radical, a fluoro-substituted hydrocarbon radical, or a trimethylsiloxy radical. 

Please replace original claim 20 with the following: 

20. The method according to claim 14 wherein the monomer expressed by the 
formula 



\_r 

' — Si — as 

I 

R6 

is vinyl triethylsilane, vinyl tris((trimethylsiloxy)silane, or vinyl-t- 
butyldimethylsilane. 

An explanation for why these changes were deemed necessary is provided in the 



attached interview summary. 
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Applicant has amended the claims such that they not require that the 
triorganosilyl groups are present at the end of the grafted chains. Accordingly, the 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2"*^ paragraph is hereby withdrawn. 

Applicant has also amended claims 4 and 14 to further stipulate that the claimed 
polymer is prepared, at least in part, from the divinyidiorganosilane orginally depicted in 
claims 7 and 17. (Claims 7 and 17 have been cancelled.) The reference does not 
contemplate incorporating a monomer adhering to this structure into the polymers 
described therein thus the prior art rejections are, likewise, withdrawn. 

An updated survey of the prior art did not yield a reference more germane than 
those already cited hence claims 1-6, 8-16, and 18-20 are deemed allowable. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled “Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance.” 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marc S. Zimmer whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1096. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Randy Gulakowski can be reached on 571-272-1302. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 



872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR)~systeTn.' Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

July 6, 2005 




fiu n/‘- 




